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The Treaty of Ghent. 

A little more than a hundred years ago there was 
signed in Ghent, on Christmas eve, a peace treaty 
which is of peculiar significance at this time, as it 
shows that treaties help to keep peace if only nations 
desire that it be kept. Causes of friction, many and 
sometimes serious, have arisen between our country 
and Great Britain, and at times war has seemed 
immanent, but the counsels of wisdom have pre- 
vailed and the treaty has held, because there has 
been behind it a genuine desire for the maintenance 
of pacific relations. 

With other countries — all the others, in fact, ex- 
cept Spain and Mexico — we have been at peace dur- 
ing our entire history. The particular significance 
of our peace with Great Britain lies in the fact that 
she is the only great nation with which we have been 
at war. Hence, if we have been able to remain at 
peace with her as well as with so nearly every other 
nation, it is surely possible for the rest of the world 



to follow our example and prepare, after this terrible 
war is over, to enter on not alone a century of peace, 
but permanent international peace. 

The actual signing of the treaty by the British and 
American Commissioners took place on December 
24, 1814, but the ratification by this country did not 
occur until February 17, 1815. It took the news of 
the signing of the document nearly six weeks to 
reach us, and in the meantime the battle of New 
Orleans had been fought, on January 8. On Feb- 
ruary 11 "his Britanic Majesty's war sloop Favor- 
ite" reached New York with the historic news, which 
was spread throughout the country by courier, even 
the drivers of stage coaches scattering the welcome 
tidings, "Peace is Declared," as they drove through 
the villages. 

The five American Commissioners, John Quincy 
Adams, J. A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Albert Gallatin, 
and Jonathan Russell, with the three British Com- 
missioners, Lord Gambier, Henry Goulburn, and 
William Adams, were given a formal banquet on 
January 5 in the City Hall at Ghent. In proposing 
the final toast Mr. Adams exclaimed: "Ghent, the 
city of peace ; may the gates of the Temple of Janus, 
here Closed, not be opened again for a century !" 
And his prophetic wish has been happily fulfilled. 

It was not until two years later that the question 
of disarmament on the Great Lakes was settled. The 
formal agreement was reached in April, 1817, and 
the Rush-Ragot agreement completed the peaceful 
arrangement begun by the Treaty of Ghent. 

These are the epoch-making historical events that 
are now being celebrated. The greater part of the 
nation-wide program adopted by the American Peace 
Centenary Committee had to be postponed after the 
outbreak of the European war. During the month 
of February, however, there has been carried out in 
the United States one of the most important of the 
original plans, that of the observance of the ratifica- 
tion of the Treaty of Ghent. Sunday, -February 14, 
was set aside for special services of thanksgiving in 
the churches, while schools and colleges, civic bodies, 
and many other organizations celebrated Wednes- 
day, the 17th. The reports of these observances that 
have reached us bear witness to the enthusiastic char- 
acter of the demonstrations and the widespread in- 
terest in the cause of peace at this time. The ex- 
cellent program prepared by Professor Norman E. 
Richardson, under the auspices of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, was generally adopted for use in 
the Sunday schools of all denominations. Thus 
church and school and State were at one on the oc- 
casion of this celebration of our nation's peace, and 
its timely lessons will not, we hope, be allowed to be 
forgotten. 



